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I . INTRODUCTION  

 

1.  HIGHLIGHTS  

As in previous years , the Commission received generous support from the U.S. 

Department of State and the Spanish government, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

and Cooperation  and especially the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports, whose 

increased contribution led t o more s cholarships offered . 

There was also an increase in the funds received  from regional governments for the 

Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship (ETA) program  because of  new cooperation 

agreements signed  with the department of education of the regi onal government of  Galicia , 

as well as an  increase in the number of awards for U.S. citizens  from the Comunidad de 

Madrid .  

Funding for the Spanish graduate program continued to be supplemented through 

sponsorship  from the regional governments of Madrid and Andalusia  and from private 

foundations and multinational companies including Coach, Coca -Cola, El Corte Inglés , 

Fundación Iberdrola España , Fundación Mapfre , Fundación Ramón Areces , Fundación 

Repsol , Grif ols , The Spanish Associa tion f or American Studies and Telefónica . The 

Commission is extremely grateful to these companies whose contributions enabled more 

awards to be offered to Spanish citizens.  

The Spanish J.W. Fulbright  Association also sponsors a scholarship for a Spanish 

st udent  to carry out graduate studies in the USA.  The Commission has a close relationship 

with the Association, regularly inviting its members to participate in events held by the 

Commission and publicizing the Associationôs events and activities on its social ne tworks . 

 

 

Whenever possible , grantees 

returning to  Spain for visits  are invited 

to engage with their sponsors and 

present their study projects at 

institutional meetings  organized 

throughout the year .  

 

 

 

The campaign initiated last year to promote the Fulbright English Teaching 

Assistantship (ETA) program funded by the U.S. Embassy in Madrid continued to lead to 

significant growth.  On April 25 a cooperation agreement was signed with the department 

of education  of the Principality of Asturias to fund ten new awards f or AY 2017 -2018 .   

Fulbright grantees and private  sponsors  
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The Commission  also signed agreements with The College of  William & Mary  to fund 

a two -year award for completion of a MBA program at  the Raymond A. Mason School of 

Business , and with the  New York Film Academy  for completion of a  MFA in Filmm aking, 

beginning in AY 2018 -20 19.  

 

 

Dr. María de los Ángeles Crummett, IIE Deputy Vice 

President, Scholar Exchanges , visit ed the Commission in 

May and held meetings with the Executive Director, 

Program Officers and the Educational Adviser .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2018 the Fulbright Program in Spain celebrates its  60th anniversary (1958 -2018) 

The Commission has formed a n organiz ing  committee whose members include the Co -

treasurers, two Board members , two senior executives from Spanish privat e sponsors, the 

President of the Spanish J.W. Fulbright Association  and the Executive Director of the 

Commission . The Committee has chosen the slo gan  ñFulbright, more than  a scholarship ò 

and is designing a program of activities which will include several events.  

Signing Ceremony , Regional Government of  the  Principa lity  de Asturias  
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Additionally, the U.S. Embassy in M adrid plans to fund a  ñ60th Anniversaryò 

scholarship for a U.S. scholar for AY 2018 -2019 , and the Commi ssion is preparing a 

commemorative video with interviews of U.S. and Spanish  Fulbright  alumni from the past 

60 years.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Executive Directorôs travels and professional meetings included the following:  

 

November 2016  Working Meeting at the State Department and IIE Open Doors, 

 Washington  

 

February 2016  Mid -Year Seminar, Universidad de Burgos , Burgos  

 

April 2017  Fulbright Executive Directors Meeting , Rome  

 

July 2017  III International Conference IMFAHE -Universidad de Valencia , 

Valencia  

 

July 2017  Philadelphia y New York  

 

September 2017  Fulbright Andorran Bilateral Committee, Andorra  

 

September 2017  EAIE Pre conference event EdUSA, Sevilla  

 

September 2017  XXII  United States -Spain Forum, Williamsburg, VA  

 

Recording of commemorative video for the 60th anniversary of the  Fulbright Program  
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2.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
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Commission recognizes generous support from regional governments and p rivate sponsors.  
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3. PROGRAM PROPOSAL, BUDGET PROPOSAL AND ANNUAL REPORT COMPARISON  

 

In the Program Proposal for fiscal year (FY) 2016, the Commission projected a 

varied and balanced program for U.S. and Spanish grantees, including categories for 

graduate  students, researchers, lecturers and government employees.  Special grant 

categories such as the Summer Institutes for European Student Leaders; the Fulbright -

Schuman Program; the EU Scholar - in -Residence Program; and the Fulbright -Hayes 

Doctoral Dissertati on Research Abroad (DDRA) Fellowships are also included in the 

activities of the Commission.  

 

For this reporting period, academic year (AY) 2016 -2017, Commission awards 

represented a wide range of study areas with geographical diversity among grantee home  

and host institutions as shown in the charts and graphics in Section I.4 Study Areas and 

Geographic Distribution.  

 

The projected figures in the annual budget proposal of November 2015 were almost 

exact, underestimated by only two awards when compared to September 2017 actual 

figures (see Comparative Grant Numbers  chart).  Total grants were maintained despite a 

reduction  from the projected 160 to 135 awards for Spaniards; offset by growth in the U.S. 

program from 118 to 145 awards.  The most notable variations in projected numbers follow.    

 

a. U.S. Program  

 

The most significant growth in the U.S. Program was due to an inc rease in funding 

from the Madrid Regional Government and the launching of a new program in collaboration 

with the Galicia Regional Government which led to increased grants in the English Teaching 

Assistants (ETA) Programs.  

 

Due to budgetary constraints, there was a decrease in awards for ñGraduate 

Researchersò; however, grant numbers were compensated by an increase in awards for 

the ñOther Programsò (i.e. Schuman and Senior Global Scholars categories).  

 

b. Spanish Program  

 

The Spanish program was overestimated by 25 awards, largely due to a 

miscalculation of expected grants in the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports (MECD) 

Short Term Mobil ity visiting scholar category. There was also an unexpected reduction in 

student grants due to budgetary considerations coupled with fewe r awards for student 

renewals. That is, more students than expected completed their degree programs within 

the first year.    

  



8 

                   Annual Report 2016 -2017  

  

Annual Budget Proposal Actual Figures

(November 13, 2015 ) (September 30, 2017)

N E W RENEWALS  TOTAL N E W RENEWALS  TOTAL

Scholars 18 18

Senior 10 10 11 11

Junior 2 2 1 1

Specialists 6 6 6 6

Students 28 23

Graduate Researchers 24 24 19 19

IE Business School Master's 4 4 4 4

English Teaching Assistants 72 98

Madrid Regional Government 46 2 48 57 3 60

La Rioja Regional Government 21 21 21 21

Galicia Regional Government 0 0 9 3 12

FERE/CECA 1 1 2 2

DECROLY 1 1 1 1

IE Business School 1 1 1 1

F. S. Gitano 0 0 1 1

Other Programs 0 6

Schuman/Senior Global Scholars 0 0 6 6

SUBTOTAL U.S. GRANTS 116 2 118 139 6 145

Scholars 63 49

Short Term Mobility Program (MECD) 60 60 45 45

Research Travel Grants (RLK) 3 3 3 3

American Studies Researcher (SAAS) 0 0 1 1

Students 78 67

Core Program:

DOS/MAEC/MECD Grants 10 12 22 7 12 19

Private Sponsors 13 4 17 13 4 17

Madrid Regional Government 5 1 6 5 5

Andalusia Regional Government 4 3 7 4 3 7

Ministry of Education, Culture & Sports:

Students in the Arts 6 6 6 6

Master's Program 10 10 20 9 4 13

Foreign Language Teaching Assistants 12 12 10 10

Government Employees 3 3

Ministry of Energy & Tourism 1 1 1 1

Ministry of Public Works 1 1 1 1

Ministry of Finance & Public Admin. 1 1 1 1

Other Programs 4 6

Summer Institutes Univ. Students 4 4 4 4

EducationUSA Academy 0 0 2 2

SUBTOTAL SPAIN GRANTS 130 30 160 112 23 135

GRAND TOTAL 246 32 278 251 29 280

Academic Year 2016-2017

SPANISH PROGRAM

U.S. PROGRAM
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4. STUDY AREAS AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION  

 

a.  Study areas  

 

 

  

AREA U.S. PROGRAM SPANISH PROGRAM TOTAL

ARTS & CULTURE 4 18 22

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS 6 4 10

EDUCATION 99 12 111

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 6 4 10

ENGINEERING 4 15 19

HEALTH SCIENCES 8 9 17

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES 11 35 46

LEGAL STUDIES, POLITICAL

SCIENCE & PUBLIC ADMIN.
5 6 11

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 2 32 34

TOTAL GRANTS 145 135 280

AREAS
ARTS & CULTURE

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS

EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

ENGINEERING

HEALTH SCIENCES

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

LEGAL STUDIES, POLITICAL

SCIENCE & PUBLIC ADMIN.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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b.  Geographic Distribution  

 

  

U.S. G rants in Spain ( 145 )  

 

                   
 

 

Spanish Grants in the U.S. ( 1 3 5 )  

 

  

   

Southwest  
New Mexico 1   

Texas  5   
Total:  6    

 

West  
California 18  

Colorado  1 
To tal:  19   

Midwest  
Illinois 7  

Indiana  2 
Michigan  1  

Minnesota  2  
Ohio  3 

Wisconsin 3  
Total:  18   

Northeast  
Massachusetts 9  

New Jersey 2      
New York  29   

Rhode Island  2 
Total:  42   

Southeast  
Arkansas 1  

Florida 7  
Georgia 2  

Louisiana 2  
North Carolin a 1 
South Carolina 2 

Tennessee 2  
Total: 1 7  

Madrid  
86  

Galicia  
13  

  
Cataluña

6  

Andalucía  
7  

Canarias  
1  

Navarr a 
1  

Mid -Atlantic  
District of Columbia 4    

Maryland 9 
Pennsylvania  13  

Virginia 2  
Total: 2 8  

Pais 
Vasco  

2  

No r th w est  
Montana: 1  

Oregon  1  
Washington 3  

To tal: 5   

Valencia  
6  

La Rioja  
21  

Castilla y León  
1  

Asturias  
1  
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II.   ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITIES  

 

1.  EUROPEAN REGIONAL ACTIVITIES -  U. S. GRANTEES  

a.  U.S. Program  

 

 

As in previous years, there was great interest in 

Seminars hosted by different Fulbright Commissions in Europe. 

There was one representative from Spain at the E.U. Seminar  

and another at the U.S. -E.U. Young Leaders Enrichment 

Seminar on Migration , both co - financed by the Commission. 

Over fifty grantees from Spain attended the Berlin Seminar ,  

including nine grantees co -sponsored by this Commission. 

Many had an active role in the seminar activities. One of the 

Commissionôs U.S. Program Assistants also participated. 

 

Four Interc ountry Lecturers ï two in Austria, and one 

each in Finland and France were invited to Spain by 

universities located in Barcelon a, Canary Islands, and Madrid . 

One Senior Researcher in Spain was invited to Poland.  

 

 

 

b.  Spanish Program  

 

The Commission continued its collaboration with the Belgian -Luxembourg 

Commission in publicizing the European Union (E.U.) Fulbright -Schuman grants to potential 

applicants; providing support services to candidates residing in Spain; and, including 

alumni in Commission activities.  The program is jointly financed by the U.S. Department 

of State and the Directorate General for Education and Culture of the European Commission 

and offers awards for research/postgraduate study for  projects dealing with U.S. -E.U. 

relations or E.U. affairs.   

The Commission in Spain is a Permanent Observer on the Andorra Fulbright Bilateral 

Committee.  Collaboration continued by attending the annual Bilateral Committee meeting 

and evaluating Andorran g raduate student applicants.  Support services were offered to 

U.S. grantees to Andorra and departing Andorran students, both of which were invited to 

activities organized by the Commission in Spain (i.e. U.S. grantee orientation; U.S. 

granteesô mid-year mee ting; and pre -departure orientation and visa processing for 

departing Andorran grantees).   

 

  

DCM Krishna Urs, Pre -departure orientation, 2017  

 

Predoctoral researcher presents 

her documentary trailer in Berlin.  

 U.S. grantees to Andorra, Mid -Year Meeting  

http://www.fulbright.be/eu-seminar/
http://www.fulbrightschuman.eu/2017/04/eu-us-young-leaders-seminar/
http://www.fulbrightschuman.eu/2017/04/eu-us-young-leaders-seminar/
https://www.fulbright.de/news/events/event/berlin-seminar-2017
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2.  GRANT SUPPORTING  ACTIVITIES  

 

a.  U.S. Program  

 

 

Activities organized by the Fulbright Alumni Association  

 

The Fulbright Alumni Association  organized a 

variety of events for Fulbright grantees. Activities 

began with a picnic in Madridôs Parque del Buen Retiro , 

organized by the U.S. Fulbright student grantee 

mentors and the Fulbright Alumni Association.  

 

Other events included a guided walking tour of 

the Barrio de las Letras , one of Madridôs historic 

neighborhoods  and two meetings with Zach Portilla, 

Chief of Staff to Ambassador to Spain James Costos.  

 

 

 

 

Visits to La Rioja and Galicia  

Commission staff travelled to these two northern regions to participate in the 

orientation sessions organized by the regi onal governments for all of their international 

language assistants, and held specific follow up meetings with the Fulbright ETAs.  

 

 

 

Bilingual Education Workshops for ETAs  

 

The U.S. Embassy in Spain and Andorra invited Dr. 

Edith Esparza -Young , a specialist in Bilingual Educati on from 

Texas A&M University, to hold two workshops for Fulbright 

ETAs in Spain.  

The first workshop, titled ñLanguage Assistants as an 

Essential Resource in Bilingual Education ,ò was held at the U.S. 

Embassy in Madrid and focused on secondary bilingual 

education. The session was attended by Fulbright ETAs in 

Madrid and Galicia, who teach in secondary schools.  The 

second workshop was held in La Rioja, where most Fulbright 

ETAs teach at the primary  school level.  

  

Grantees on the Barrio de las Letras Tour  

Workshop at US Embassy in 

Madrid  

 

http://www.fulbright.es/ver/asociacion-j-w-fulbright
http://www.tamusa.edu/collegeofeducationandhumandevelopment/facultystaffindex/edithyoung.html
http://www.tamusa.edu/collegeofeducationandhumandevelopment/facultystaffindex/edithyoung.html
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Mid -Year Seminar for U.S. Grantees in Spain and Andorra  

 

The Universidad de Burgos  hosted 

the Mid -Year Seminar  for 12 8 U.S. 

grantees  which included working sessions , 

as well as cultural and social activities  for 

grantees and accompanying family 

members. Representatives from the 

Commission, the U.S. Embassy, the 

Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs  and 

Cooperation , the Regional Governments of 

Madrid, Castilla y León and La Rioja, t he 

Universidad de Burgos , and the Burgos 

City Hall took part in the opening 

ceremony and other activities. Former 

Spanish grantees and representatives 

from U. Burgos attended a reception to 

meet and engage with U.S. grantees .   

 

 

 

Visits sponsored by the U.S. -Spain Council  

 

The Secretary General of the Fundación 

Consejo España -Estados Unidos  (U.S. -Spain 

Council), a member of the Commission board, 

organized and sponsored a program of visits to  

Spanish research institutes, companies, and 

foundations in Madrid .  A group of five predoctoral 

researchers in the biochemistry and medical fields 

participated in the six visits. They were invited to 

visit some of the top laboratori es in Spain and 

received first -hand explanations of the goals and 

methodologies used by the host institutions.  

 

 

Madrid Global Classrooms and the Model U.N. 

Conference  

 

A group of ten Madrid high school 

students, accompanied by two teachers and two 

Fulbright ETAs, travelled to New York to 

participate in the Global Classrooms Model U.N. 

Conference . The ETAs worked as members of the 

organizing committee and the studentsô 

performance was outstanding.  

 

 

 

 

 

Grantees visiting a research institute  

Fulbright ETAs, Spanish Global Classrooms 

students  and teachers in New York City  

2017 Mid -Year Seminar  Opening Ceremony  

http://www.ubu.es/
http://www.spainusa.org/
http://www.spainusa.org/
http://gci.gclaumun.org/
http://gci.gclaumun.org/
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End-of -Year Event for U.S. Grantees in Spain, Academic Year 2016 -2017  

 

The Commission hosted an end -of -year 

event for the U.S. grantees completing their stay 

in Spain. Krishna R. Urs, Deputy Chief of Mission at 

the U.S. Embassy, opened the meeting and Isabel 

Durán , former grantee and currently Vice -Rector 

for International Relations at the Universidad 

Complutense de Madrid , delivered the keynote 

address on the internationalization of the Spanish 

university.  

 

 

 

 

 

Arrival Orientation, Academic Year 2017 -2018  

 

 

 A total of 13 1 U.S. student grantees in Spain and  five 

in  Andorra attended the four -day meeting held at the 

Instituto Internacional in Madrid . Collaborators from the 

U.S. Embassy, Spainôs Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation , the Regional Governments of Asturias and 

Madrid, and the Government of Andorra participated in the 

opening ceremony and the working sessions. Some of the 

work ing sessions were led by former U.S. grantees who 

generously donated their time and experience.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

b.  Spanish Program  

 

Fulbright grantees engage in grant enhancement activities throughout the award 

period -  before departure; upon arrival in the U.S.; during the grant period; and as 

returned alumni.  These supplementary activities are especially designed and organized to 

augment grant benefits as well as boost public visibility of the Fulbright program as a 

public -oriented service entity vis -à-vis compet ing educational exchange programs that lack 

benefits beyond basic grant allowances.   

 

Pre-departure Orientation and Group Visa Processing  

A day - long, pre -departure orientation program was held for academic year 2017 -

2018 departing students.  The session offered special opportunities to bring 

together  individuals from various student grant categories and backgrounds to form a 

cohesive group with common interests.   

 

Fulbright grantees , Orientation 2017  

2016 -2017 grantees celebrate a success ful 

Fulbright grant year  

https://www.ucm.es/vicerrectorado-de-relaciones-institucionales
https://www.ucm.es/vicerrectorado-de-relaciones-institucionales
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In total, 50 grantees attended, representing nine Commission grant categories.  

Activities in cluded:   staff presentations, discussions on  grant administration topics and 

clarifying visa regulations.  Alumni panels also shared personal, professional and academic 

experiences with departing grantees.  

 

 

        Commission staff presentations, pre -departure orientation  

 

The pre -departure program included a luncheon hosted by the U.S. Deputy Chief of 

Mission to Spain at his official residence.  For the past 14 years, the U.S. Embassy in Madrid 

has been an active pa rticipant in the orientation program and especially helpful in 

facilitating and expediting the issuance of granteesô visas. This special consideration, once 

again, provides a positive public perception of the Fulbright Program and the Commissionôs 

support services.  Guests included five Board members and four sponsor representatives . 

 

 

        Grantee luncheon, DCM residence  
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Ramón Areces Foundation representative with their two sponsored students  

 
The Commission is also grateful to the U.S.  Embassy in Madrid in their assistance 

in organizing two other group visa processing sessions for visiting scholars and their 

accompanying family members.   

 

 

Fulbright Outreach  

 

Fulbright information session with university students  

 

A rigorous campaign was carried out to increase public awareness of the Fulbright 

Program with on -site visits to 3 2 Spanish institutions throughout the country representing 

a variety of centers, geographical diversity and including small - , medium -  and large -sized 

colleges and  universities.  These visits allowed Commission staff to meet personally with 

more than 1,400 university officials, administrators and students to inform them of the 

Commissionôs activities and present information sessions on U.S. study and Fulbright 

schola rship opportunities.     
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Gateway Orientations and Pre -academic Programs  

 

International grantees in the U.S. benefited from grant supporting activities 

organi zed by collaborating agencies. Thanks to U.S. Department of State funding, nine 

Spanish students  attended Gateway Orientation programs hoste d by seven host 

institutions.  Additionally, 10 Foreign Language Teaching Assistants (FLTAs) attended 

specific orientation programs offered at five host universities throughout the U.S.    

 

Enrichment Seminars  

 

Thr oughout academic year 2016 -2017, students were invited to participate in 

regional four to five -day  Enrichment Seminars organized by the Institute of International 

Education (IIE).  The Seminars provide first -year grantees the opportunity to network, build 

leadership and professional development skills, meet professional contacts and forge long 

lasting friendships. They also offer the chance to learn more about U.S. society and culture 

by exploring current issues, engaging in community service and sharing th eir cultures with 

U.S. citizens outside the classroom.     

 

Under the general heading -  U.S. Politics and Elections: Democracy in Action  ï the 

seminars offered a unique opportunity for students to learn about the U.S. presidential 

elections.  Every year, the se events focus on a topic of importance in U.S. society and 

culture, with the intent of furthering the goals of the worldwide Fulbright program, while 

creating a forum for networking and team -building among Fulbright students.   

 

Borja Álvarez Sanz , 2016  Fulbright student in Law, New York University, 

commenting on the Atlanta Enrichment Seminar on Civil Rights: ñThe event surpassed 

expectations: 135 Fulbrighters, 56 nationalities and four intense days in Atlanta. Certainly, 

the Enrichment Seminar on Civil Rights enthralled me. It was a remarkable arena with 

exceptional participants that enabled us to understand key issues from within. It awakened 

the mind, far beyond reading and provided a more direct and clear message than any book 

could possibly offer.ò 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
     2017 Enrichment Seminar, Atlanta  

  



18 

                   Annual Report 2016 -2017  

Summer Institute 2017 participant  

FLTA Mid -Year Conference  

 

The Spanish cohort of ten  FLTAs gathered at the annual Mid -Year  Conference in 

Washington, DC. The event was a professional development and networking opportunity 

and included presentations by peer FLTAs and teacher training sessions conducted by 

experts.  

 

Spanish representation at the Fulbright FLTA Mid -Year Conference  

 

As a final note, visiting scholars also enjoyed the professional and personal 

enrichment activities organized by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars 

(CIES), the U.S. Fulbright Association and the National Council for International Visitors.  

 

Institutes for Student Le aders  

 

The Commission maintained its support for the ñStudy of the U.S. Institutes for 

Student Leaders from Europeò organized by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

(ECA) of the Uni ted States Department of State.  In summer 2017, a total of four 

undergraduates attended the sessions: Institute of Civic Engagement (two students); 

Institute on Environmental Issues (one student);  and Institute on Social Entrepreneurship 

(one student) .  The program focused on students fr om non -elite backgrounds with little or 

no prior experience in the United States or elsewhere outside of Spain. Commission 

participants represented the following priority groups: immigrants; ethnic minorities; and 

under -served geographic areas. The Institu tes, in addition to the academic focus, 

introduced European students to U.S. culture and society by including cultural components 

that allowed them to become familiar with their host community.   
 

 
Hala Mohammed Abdeselam, 2017 Summer Institute on 

Social Entrepreneurship participant responded: "I was so fortunate 

to find myself among 21 marvelous students from more than 18 

European countries. The group was not only well -prepared 

academically, but also endowed with innovative  vision of the 

future, drive to achieve, intelligence and endearing personalities.  

The organizers ï university staff, mentors, volunteer families 

and students ï also selflessly contributed and collaborated with 

the program, making us feel at home.ò 
 

  








































































